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In 2003 the Scottish Parliament wanted 

care experience. 

need a champion who is an independent 

on their promises– for example within 

Bruce Adamson
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A Commissioner is someone who is given 
special authority by those in power. The 
Children and Young People’s 
Commissioner has an Act of 
Parliament (law) and a special 
‘warrant’ that gives him 
the power to promote 
and protect the rights 
of all children and young 
people in Scotland. 
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Scottish Parliament.

to, and those whose 

that all the work that 
we do to promote 

expertise. We will 

and practice and we 
will seek to inspire 

across Scotland. 
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‘brave’

 

‘savage in standing up 
for children’

‘ensure Scot Gov 
and councils consider 
UNCRC in everything’

 ‘a champion for 
young people’

‘stand up for 
children’s rights’

‘challenge the 
government’

‘ensure all children 
know their rights’

‘ensure all children 
know their rights’

‘visit children 
regularly’

‘get his voice 
heard to get 
young people’s 
voice heard’  

‘look out and listen 
to all young people in 
Scotland’ 

‘helping to 
put the UNCRC 
into Scots law’

 ‘make sure the 
government knows 
children’s complaints’  

 ‘make sure children 
and young people have 
fair opportunities’

‘make us feel 
appreciated and 
help us find a voice’  

‘talking to young people 
– take their advice/give 
advice/act on it’

‘make a 
DIFFERENCE NOT 
just a figurehead’

What  
the 

Commissioner 
should  
do  
and  
how  
he  
should  
be
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‘generous’

‘stubborn’

‘loud’

‘enthusiastic’

‘kind’

‘clever’

‘to CARE’

‘     
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How the Commissioner 

should spend his time and 

money

‘make sure that laws that are made by 

the government are fair to children and 

young people’ and 

‘involve children and young people in 

his work’

Issues that matter

related to poverty, mental health, 

discrimination, justice and education. 

Children and young people 
told us that they wanted their 
Commissioner to have ‘big ears 
for listening’, ‘have a good 
heart’ and be
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To be a successful Children and Young 
People’s Commissioner who makes a 

young people 

• 

we do.

• 

• 
work in Scotland to the rest of the world. 

• 
others.

• 

• 

Scottish Parliament.

To establish a culture of children’s human 
rights in Scotland 

• 

• 
others in power, keep their promises 

• 

• 
people who hear complaints and 

• 

of their work.

• 

• 

1  2  
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To make sure that children’s human 
rights are at the centre of laws, policies 
and practice

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

respected in Scotland.
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What will a Culture of 
children’s human rights  
look like?

• 

• 

protected in Scotland.



 Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland

8

 

  

      

       

         

to participate in matters that are important 
to them. 

When the Scottish Parliament created 

meaningful, relevant to their 
 empowering enjoyable.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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International

healthcare. 

decisions are made.

Scotland

the Scottish Parliament was created in 

that a Committee of the Parliament has 

from the start of the process and the law 
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happiness, love and 
understanding.

proclaimed that childhood is entitled to 
special care and assistance.

Survival, Development, 
Protection and Participation, as well as 

the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

General Principles 

Article 2 (non discrimination) 

 Article 3 (best interests of the child)

Article 6 (the child’s right to life, survival 

and development)

Article 12 (the child’s right to express 

views) 

the child
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The Committee on the rights of the child

General Comment No. 2 (2002) 

The role of independent national human 

rights institutions in the promotion and 

protection of the rights of the child

• 

• 
how to contact them.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

General Comment No. 5

(2003) General measures of 

implementation of the Convention 

on the Rights of the Child

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Commissioner for Children  
and Young People (Scotland)  
Act 2003 

in Scotland. 

experience.  

This means the Commissioner should:

• 

• 

people work.

• 

learn from this. 

• 

respected.

• 

In his work, the Commissioner must:

• 

the Child.

• 
people who work with them when he 

does and how he does it. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The Commissioner also has powers to 
help children and young people when 
their rights are not being respected by:

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Workshops

the chance to hear from those who are 

Survey

Young Advisers

weekend with the Commissioner. 

Young People’s Human Rights 
Gathering 

the chance to raise awareness 

Influencing the Plan

    
a      
A   

  

  

    

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

     

 

 

 
       

      

 

 

 

 

      
      
      

 

 

 

 

          Young People's
      Human Rights   GatheringNovember 2017



 Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland

14

the Scottish Parliament. 
  

 

people to listen and learn 
from them.
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2018-19 2019-20

policies and practice

Professional Fees

TOTAL £1,414,890 £1,367,520

Commissioner

Total 16
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the time to do that.  
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workshops.



Our group of Y
oung 

Advisers made a
 short film 

about our plan
. please 

watch it on our
 website.

 

If you would lik
e this 

document in an
other 

format, please l
et us know.

Children & Young Peop
le’s  

Commissioner Scotlan
d

Tel: 0131 346 5350 

Young Persons’ Freeph
one: 0800 019 1179

Email: inbox@cypcs.o
rg.uk 

cypcs.org.uk

 /cypcs   
  @cypcs  @cypcs  


